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Partners to
Success

goin-g to put the exponsion on hold. I qlso
reotti¡med my belief thot eoch employee is
equolly importont to the future of eeOñ¡ÂUO.

ln 1982 the oilfield provided our orimorv
customer bose. When tËot industry took o turi
for the worse, BEGNEAUD went wíh ¡t_S.r" .i

Although I hove been told thot my method of
running o business is unorthodoi ot times, I

"l credit our success
to our great team,
our outstanding
customers, and our
exceptional friends.,'

doing ot BEGNEAUD. lr is
yees thot ore multi-tolented

bockgrounds. Those thot
yeors or more hove of one

time or onofher onswered

eocn o

time or onofher onswered telephones, woited on
customers, quoted iobs, welded, operoted o loser.customers,, quoted iobs, welded, operoted o loser,
ond completed ony other tosk whiih needed fo oe
done regordless on their primory i.¡ ¿"r"r¡Ëtiã". I

Detreve thot cross{roining employees ossists in teom
building., The employees" leoin iespect lo, th" ioo,
eoch of them do. ln oddition. lhe more ther lo^.. +noln oddition, the mòre they leorn the
more voluoble.they become ro our compony ond
themselves os skilled individuols.

My possion for metol work is whot drove me to stort
BEGNEAUD; however, it is my possion for work¡no
with ond helping people thót hos sustoined tho"t
drive. I hove been fortunote to employ, over the
yeors, o group of people thot shore my eTüusiosms.

At the stort of BEGNEAUD, I would never hove
dreomed the compony would be the size it is todoy.r creon our success to. our greot teom. our
outstonding customers, ond our exceptionol frienos.

Donold M. Begneoud
President/Owner. BEGNEAUD



TRUMPF Qualifier expands quality assurance capabilities

The Quolifier olso provides onother oxis to meosure the heiqht of
tormed components such os beods or louvers. This is referredto o,
loser triongulotion: o diode loser guides o loser beom onto vorious
po¡nts on the work piece. The loser beom hits the surfoce ot on

t is shown be os well os o close_up view o[ the
is urilized or to nor only .lã.[ póir, iái"l.riã.uengineering. ol ports with vorylng thicknesses ''
shown.

"The mach¡ne is an ideal tool for
documenting process qual¡ty and for
quality assurance."
ongle, which couses.ìmpoct points locoted higher up on the work
ptece ro oppeor otfset to the comero. This offset is used to
defermine o meosuremeni occurote to within four+housondths of on
inch, .004".

section moy only require .015". These voriobles con be written
rnro rne progrom."

I

I
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New Welding Facility H¡
There is o porodox in thot
Don's first possion wos
welding but he now
frequently "designs out" the
welding involved in
monufocluring. Advonced
equipment ond innovotive
techniques often ollow us

the opportunity to produce
o port in less time while
mointoining lhe some
quolity ond strength os o
weld. Though improvements
ot BEGNEAUD hove
included losers ond olher
stote-of-the-ort mochinery,
welding is sfill the bockbone
of the compony. The
importonce of troditionol
methods hos olwoys been
ocknowledged by Don,
though he hos olso olwoys
been omong the first to stote
the importonce of
encouroging new woys of
monufocturing ond operoting.
BEGNEAUD continues - ond will continue - to
grow ond expond. With growth comes increosed
recognition of how importont it is to emphosize
the volue of the foundotion o[ the compony ond
the volues it upholds: progress ond innovotion.

Our new welding focility is on impressive two-
story building with toll windows ond mony
unique feotures. When enlering our new focility,
the first things you moy notice ore the welding
stotions, the lothe or the lorge Americon flog the
welders hove olwoys disployed proudly.
However, chonces ore your eyes will be instontly
drown to our striking metol stoircose. Sheet metol

TRUMP were produc AUD
otured Don'd exper

4gfign custom pòne the
o floor cilrry,

"The building is progressive,
metal in its design, work¡ng s

ponels feoturing o dislinctive cut-out design leod the woy fo the
second slory. The design of the ponels grew from Don's desire
to show sheet melol feoturing punch ond forming work. This
porticulor design pottern feotures rototing lriongles in o
repeoted verticol pottern. The ponels were built utilizing
vorious mochines ot BEGNEAUD: TRUMPF press brokes, losers
ond punches. Unique triongles, which were creoted utilizing o
punch ond loser combinotion process, hove speciol
significonce becouse they ore bosed on o shodow or holo of
the center of the BEGNEAUD looo.

Don's first experience with monufocluring ponels for stoirwoys
wos when Donny Dechomps, then-President of TRUMPI USA
needed melol ponels monufoctured for their new focility in
Connecticut. The construction wos being hondled by o generol

controclor who typicolly looked to his usuol vendors for
whotever work wos necessory. However, it wos
importont to Dechomps thot o TRUMPF customer wos
involved in this oorticulor osoect of the construction.
Don wos chosen becouse of tl're BEGNEAUD reputotion
for quolity. Don negotioted ond on ogreement wos
mode thot the work would be done for time ono
moleriols rother thon through o bid process. The
negotiotion included on initiol estimote ond o verbol
ogreement thot Dechomps would opprove finol costs
before the work wos done. The TRUMPF Þoners were
gorgeous ond were subsequently feolured in
Architecturol Digest.

The growth of BEGNEAUD con be described os o
steody progression. Exponsions hove been ongoing, but
the welding deportment wosn't exponded until our new
focility wos built. The new building feotures mony
innovotions.

Troditionolly in welding shops, wolkwoys ore ploced in
the center. However, our focility feotures oisles on the
outer sides, plocing the welding stotions together. The



fhlights Form and Function

uturistic, and incorporates
rces and tool utilization."

spoce between the stotions ond building's outer wolls con be
utilized for storoge ond os olternote poths between stotions. A
utility trough for electricity, shop oir, inert gos (ond potentiolly
ony other utility in the future) runs below the floor, ollowing
eosy occess for chonges ond repoirs. Most of oll, the building
is designed to odopt to chonging compony needs. The gool of
flexibility hos been ochieved by implementing these ond other
ospects of Don's ideos. Don exploins: "l chose to incorporole
some of my ideos of whot would work best for me ond my
employees. The building is progressive, futuristic, ond
incorporotes metol in its design, working spoces ond tool
utilizotion. lt is wonderful to reop bolh procticol ond oesthetic
benefits from the entire proiect."

Another progressive feolure of the focility is found in the
unique pedestols which house electricol outlets ond ore ploced
olong the center of the utility troughs. The pedestols ore mode
of oluminum ond Don designed o slonting profile for the top so
the oedestols would not become o cotch-oll for miscelloneous
ilems. The cover ponels ore removoble so if lhey need to be
worked on the slechicol components ore eosily occessible.
With form following function, lhe pedestols ore both procticol
ond stylish.

Another concept thot ossists in keeping everything neot ond
orgonized is the improvement of our tool boords. The new tool
boords feoture o silhouette of the port lhot belongs in thot
specific spoce on the tool boord. Rother thon hoving o
poinled oulline lo ploce o lool on, employees will now use
onodized metol silhouettes thot will not fode or need to be re-
pointed. This ollows for more flexibility, becouse the
silhouettes con be eosily reorronged os odditionol tools ore
included. The originol boords hod ploces for eoch lool "cost
in wood," ond hooks hod to be moved ond outlines re-pointed
os chonges occurred. This new method is much more flexible.

Erin Begneoud, o BEGNEAUD CAD operotor ond University of
Louisiono ot Lofoyefte orchitecture student, worked with Don on

ùe design of the boords ond tool silhouettes. This
wos the f irst proiect she worked on ot
BEGNEAUD ond it hos oroven to be on
educotionol one. She exploins: "l hove worked on
this proiect from its inception ond I leorned
vorious ospects of produclion: from using the
Quolifier to scon the tools for the silhouettes; to
using Solid Edge for the drowings; to leorning
whot types of tools ore used on o regulor bosis in
welding. This hos given me on opportunity to
work directly with Don ond drow from his ideos
ond exoerience. The boord ond silhouettes ore
pleosing to the eye ond offer the welders ond
mochine operolors on orgonized, procticol woy
to keep their tools in order ond reodily ovoiloble."

Welding is o tried-ondJrue method, ond the
foundotion on which our compony wos built. This
essentiol process will continue to fuel our
progress, ond is now locoted in o new building
with o new look os we move into the next phose
of hnovotion Through Common Sense. I

peroror o of Louisiono
Quolìfier ond Solid
works on nt of the
n our wet



Sketch
consideroble omount of
moteriol woste. With lnese
problems in mind, Don
begon doodling on o
nopkin. He soon reolized
thot we could sove time ond
m.oteriol by hoving the
preces common-edge cut.

Becouse the ossembly
required identicol ports,
Don concluded thot one
port could be flipped ond
ploced righl nexl to the
ofher, providing o common
edge thot could be cut with
one loser poss, creoting
two ports of o time. ln
oddition to the omount of
cufting time soved, moteriol
wosfe would olso oe
considerobly decreoseo.

With the solution in hond,
Don went fo the BEGNEAUD
CAD deportment where his
poper sketch wos tronsformed
into o computer-generoted
drowing. From there, the
proiect went lo the Computer
Aided Monufocturing (CAM)
deportment to hove o
progrom written for fhe

À Globol po wers
monuloclured Fuoro-
Lnonce. tne I Ctured
utilizing common-edge cutting ond they
leolure o lrolley which ollows verticol
movement

TRUMPF TCóOOOL
Punch,/Loser Combinotion
Mochine.

Why? is o simple question children consider
essentiol to odvoncing their knowledge ono
understonding. As odults mosf of us do ntt wonr

drives our compony to improve upon exisfing
oestgn processes or creote new ones.

One such design process - used to creote both
the BEGNEAUD stoge ond tented disploy boorh -
wos teotured in the Summer 20Ol issue of Ihe
lnnovolor.. Both designs were inspired by Don
Begneoud's relentless foscinotion with trusses ond
strucfurol members. The booth, in foct, now

The originol designs for both structures colled for
time-consuming cutting processes ond o

tower design ryos teste oht scole, slinqs
e rhe rigid'r-ry of rhe pro ii¡ál iãii, ' 

- "-
¡n the gussets; subsequ s increosed lhe

"Placing triangular vo¡ds in calculated
to lighten the weight of the assembly



to Empirical Testing
According to Amondo
Lontrip, BEGNEAUD CAM
Operotor, the proiect wos
"o fun ond creotive
chollenge. lt tought us o
number of new ond greoter
opportunities the TCó0001
will offer us."

At this point the ports were
cut ond test ossembled,
which ollowed for o True
time study ond testing for
the rigidity of the f¡nol
ossembly. These efforts
proved worthwhile soon
thereofter, Don recolls.

"Don Dunbor of Fugro
Chonce, lnc. (Chonce)
opprooched me with the
ideo of using squore tubing
with o sleeve fhot would
slide up ond down for their
Globol Positioning System
(GPS) ontennos. I showed

"Plocing triongulor voids in colculoted oreos throughout the
port ollows.us to lighten the weight of the cómpleted
ossembly without socrificing strength,i' Don exploins. 'il sow
o similqr concept in o book I borrowed from Russell Greene
obout l-beoms, which describes on efficient method of
increosing rigidity in beoms. I begon thinking of woys to
odopt this lechnique to sheet metol.¡'

Don's- persistence ond willingness to osk why is proving
beneficiol nor only ro BEGNEAUD, but älso'ro thã
monufocturing industry os o whole. His ingenuity is
continuolly exponding the morket for sheet metol þb shops.

No one con predict the future, but one thing is certoin: the
induslry is continuolly chonging. At BEGNEAUD, we
embroce chonge becouse it contìnuolly chollenges us Ìo
innovore. - I

â Don ottoches the sling in the empiricol testing. Don ottoched the slinos to
his lorklitt to complete thé inq the strênqth of the-prototyoe. vorious formi of
empiricol lesting ore used eñsure rhe highest degree of i¡uolity ond usobility.

Because the
assembly
requ¡red
identical parts,
Don concluded
that one part
could be
flipped and
placed right
next to the
other. This kind
of ingenuity is
continually
expand¡ng the
market for
sheet metal
job shops.

the ideo tor.usi ng. The BEGNEAUD
eoted from his s e. Before ond ofter
ommon-edge cu ossembly.

areas throughout the part allows us
while ma¡ntaining tower strength.',
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The BEGNEAUD Touch
One of our fovorite oclivities ot BEGNEAUD is

informing professionol ossociotions obout the
services we ore oble to provide. Recenlly, we hosted
o Conf inuing Professionol Development (CPD)
Course for lhe Engineering Deportment of Fronk's
Cosing Crew ond Rentol Tools, lnc. (Fronk's). The
Louisiono Professionol Engineering ond Lond
Surveying Boord hos listed Fronk's Engineering
Deportmenl os on opproved Sponsor,/Provider of
CPD. Subiects ore generolly technicol in noture, ono
must oim to enhonce the technicol skilrs or
knowledge of ethics of the engineer.

Don Begneoud begon the evening with on
informotive outline of the history of BEGNEAUD.
René DeMouro, CMfgE, BEGNEAUD Senior Vice
President ond Reseorch ond Development Monoger,
followed with o presentotion on designing for the
monufocturing industry.

Tours of the BEGNEAUD focility ond demonstrotions
of our high-tech equipment were given ofter the
presentotion. Mork Sibille, Senior Design Engineer
for Fronk's, hod this to soy of the group's experience:
"lt would be olmost impossible to ottend sucn o

progrom without being enlertoined, refreshed, ond
inspired, much less informed."

For more informotion on how vour ossociotion con
leorn oboui the technology ovoiioble ot BEGNEAUD,
pleose coll Andy Begneoud ot (332) 237-5069. 1

The Lingo
Gussets: o hiongulor-shoped
metol

Calendar of Events
Oclober 29 - 3l FABTECH lnternolionol

October 3l

November I

November 2B

December 25

October

November

December

Jim Ousse

Mork Foul

4 yeors
l5 yeors

North Americo's Lorgest Annuol
Metol Forming ond Fobricoling
Evenl

24th Anniversory of BEGNEAUD

All Soints' Doy

Closed for Thonksgiving Holidoy

Closed for Chrislmos Holidoy

Employee
Anniversar¡es

Down Comeoux 3 yeors
Doniel McCullough I yeor

joe Cogle 5 yeors
Kelly Schultz I yeor

Wrilers: Don Begneoud, Down Comeoux ond
Tiffony Privot

Photogrophers: Don Begneoud ond Tiffony Privot

Contributors

Member of:
tadìffirb!ætallon

o, Uamrracauffi

tAfil
Louisiana Association
ofBusiness and Industry

ilFIB.
National Federation
of lndependent Business

(D

@
Fabricators md Manufacturers
Association

Society of Manufacturing
Engrneefs

A¡nerican Wdding Sode{y

.t
li"t¡

AIUIUM

¡$Acadiana Arts Council

BEGNEAUD

MANUFACTURING

o INGORPORATED

Innovation Through Common Sense a¡

Phone: 337.237 5069
1.800 358 8970
Fax: 337.234.3836
www begno.com
email: sales@begno.com
PO Box 62949
Lafayette, LA 70596-2949
Physical Plant: 306 East Amedee Drive

Lafayette, LA (Scott 70583)
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